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 In ThIs Issue:

In the last newsletter, David conn wrote 
about “culturally Jewish” and “spiritual 
but not religious” Jews in relation to the 
recent Pew Survey on Jewish americans, 
which reports an increase in “Jews of 
no religion.” his article got me thinking 
about my own path, as someone who 
once identified as a “cultural Jew” who 

was “spiritual but not religious,” and who 
now identifies as a cultural and spiritual 
Jew, who belongs to a shul, and aspires 
to be a rabbi. What pulled me towards 
institutional and religious Jewish life?

I was raised as a Secular humanistic 
Jew. In essence, I was a cultural Jew 

a diffeReNT Take oN The pew RepoRT & a Jewish ideNTiTy
By Miriam Geronimus

continued on page 18
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Office Address:
Kol haLev
2245 Warrensville center rd. Suite 215
University heights, Oh 44118
(216) 320-1498

Rabbi:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

apRil NewsleTTeR deadliNe: suNday, MaRCh 16

Services & Programs:
The Lillian and Betty ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, Oh 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

Office Administrator:
Kelli Birch

kelli@kolhalev.net

Education Director:
robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

 VAluES TEAmS, COmmITTEES and THEIR lEADERS

OFFICERS:

President Barb Truitt
Vice President halle Barnett
Secretary molly Berger
Treasurer Pete robertson

AT-lARGE mEmBERS: 
Elise hagesfeld
margaret cohen 
Kirby Date
Julio Pelsmajer
Lynn Liebling

EX OFFICIO mEmBERS:

Past President Greg Selker
rabbi Steve Segar
Founding rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Education Director robyn 

diReCToRy

WElCOmInG TEAm– Jean miller
• Hesed – robin holzman & martha Schubert
• Hevre Kadisha – Lois Selker & rachel Kay
• Security corps – Open
• Newsletter – Lila hanft
• Weekly Update – robin holzman
• Website – Benjamin Barnett & Brian miller
• marketing/Pr – Deena Epstein & halle Barnett
• Tech Support – Brian miller

SPIRITuAl TEAm – Bill Scher-marcus
• religious Practices – Karal Stern
• holidays – amy hogg
• meditation – Nancy rubel & Karly Whitaker
• music – Sue Pelleg & Bruce Jennings

lEARnInG TEAm - Sue Kisch
• Youth & Family Education – Lynn Liebling & Sue 
Pelleg
• adult Education – Sue Kisch & art Lieberman
• Young Families/Tot Shabbat – rachel Williams & 
Josh chefitz
• child care coordinator – Traci Elgart
• Torah Study – ralph and Selma Gwatkin
• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Open

InVOlVED TEAm - Karly Whitaker
• Greater cleveland congregations – allen Binstock, 
Dick & Donna Weinberg

• Interfaith hospitality Network – Nancy Dudwick
• Israel Dialogue Group– Karly Whitaker & mike 
armin
• Environmental Sustainability – miriam Geronimus

FISCAl SuSTAInABlITY TEAm – Barry 
Epstein
• Fundraising – margaret cohen, Barry Epstein & 
Greg Selker
• mock Trial – Glenda Kupersmith
• cemetery – mike armin

PARTICIPATORY TEAm – Leah Kamionkowski
• membership – Deb Schein & Leah Kamionkowski
• Greeters – anita cohn
• Kiddush – Kelli Birch (Office manager)
• high holy Days – marcia Goldberg & claudia 
Weissman
• Women’s Group – happy Wallach
• Interfaith Families – Liz meachum
• Leadership Development – Greg Selker & Leah 
Kamionkowski

COmmITTEES DIRECTlY 
ACCOunTABlE TO THE BOARD
• Finance – Dick Epstein
• ratner Liaison – mike caputo
• rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & Barry Epstein
• Strategic Planning – Greg Selker
• Nominating – Sue Pelleg

Voting members of the board of trustees: officers, at-large members and the Values Teams leaders listed below.

mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=


March 2014 Kol HaLev HappeningsPage 3

rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol haLev members on a range of issues by appointment on 
monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. contact him at 216-320-1498 or at rabbisteve@
kolhalev.net to schedule a meeting.

 

a Joyful, RauCous aNd TRaNsfoRMaTive puRiM

It’s hard to believe that we have once again come 
around to the transition from winter to spring 
and the part of our annual holiday cycle that sits 
exactly at that seasonal juncture, the holiday of 
Purim.  While this holiday is one that most of us 
grew up with as a children’s holiday par excel-
lence, it could in fact be argued that that this 
holiday should more correctly be viewed as appro-
priate for  “mature audiences” only. 

To begin with, the story from the Book of Esther, 
if it were made into a movie, would certainly qualify for PG-13 status, for sex and violence, if not 
r.  But beyond that, the deeper themes of the holiday are really only accessible to people with a 
certain level of cognitive, emotional and spiritual maturity.  While the biblical story lays out a quite 
simplistic good and evil dichotomy, some of the traditional customs of the holiday cut in exactly 
the opposite direction and challenge us to experiment with softening the distinctions that we tend 
to rely on to help us negotiate the paths of our daily lives.  

another important and profound dimension of this 
holiday has to do with the use of masks as a sym-
bol of how much of ourselves we tend to hide from 
others, and sometimes from ourselves as well.  

and the whole notion of turning life on its head for an 
entire day is one that may be humorous on the surface, but 

that also packs a significant spiritual punch if we reflect for a while 
on the implications of the perspective that such customs might engender.  

There is certainly no doubt that Purim is fun 
for our children, but that shouldn’t blind us to 
the deeper and more subtle spiritual opportuni-
ties  that await those of us in the more “mature” 
categories as well.  

Wishing everyone a joyful, raucous and transfor-
mative Purim.

rabbi Steve

rabbInIc corner rabbI sTeve segar

mailto:mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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robyn novIckhaGiGa happeNiNGs

It is hard to believe that most of our Year of the Torah has already passed. We have learned with 
rabbi Kevin hale, made yadim (pointers for reading Torah), decorated mezuzah cases, learned 
about parshiot (weekly Torah readings) and begun a community bein gavra (Torah cover) under the 
direction of our very own Deborah Gross. We can’t wait to see the final product at the end of the 
year! It has been a rich year and there is still more on the horizon!

This month the participants in Hagiga will be starring in an original 
Purim Shpiel, “Little miss Shushan,” written by our very own 
Jonathan Wilhelm. a talented playwright and member of our 
community, he possess the skills to develop the script and knows our 
community well enough to create something unique which works just for 
us. This is the very first time that Kol haLev has had a Purim Shpiel and we can’t be 
more excited! The actors (and we have many) will practice during Hagiga and perform during the 
megillah reading on Saturday, march 15. The megillah reading will begin at 6:45 pm and will take 
place in the ratner chapel (see full details on page 5) We hope you will be there to be a part of this 
exciting event and joyous holiday celebration.

another fun event in the works is the Bonim (grades 3-5) and magshimim (grades 
6-8) retreat which will take place on Saturday, april 26 at camp Wise. larry 

Solomon will be leading a short t’fillah piece (it is Shabbat) and Phil Biondo 
will be working with us on group building exercises. Phil is a master 
educator who has an extremely long resume working with groups and 

challenging them to grow in creative and insightful ways. We are so excited 
that he will be inspiring our children as they enjoy the great outdoors at the 

beautiful camp Wise. more details will be shared as the day comes closer.

No’ar hadash (high school youth group) continues to thrive and 
grow in our community. There have been many changes this year 
including havdalah social gatherings once a month and a Sunday 
activity once a month. This past month the group did a ropes 
course (yes, in February) at Lorain county community college 
jointly facilitated by our youth director, Zach Pekarsky and the 
staff at Lccc. The two parent chaperons who attended also 
participated on the ropes! We will continue to try new and different things, as the youth directs. 
Unfortunately, Zach will be leaving us at the end of the year as he is graduating from Oberlin and 
leaving the area. If you know of anyone who is interested in this position or have a suggestion for 
someone to be contacted, please let me know.

We look forward to sharing more wonderful occasions with the community. may you have a happy 
adar!

Kol tuv,
robyn
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  Esther Hadassah 

& King Ahashveros 
Request the pleasure of your company 

at the celebration of their destination  

wedding in Shushan 

Saturday, March 15, 2014/ 

14 Adar Bet 5774 
6:45 pm in the Ratner School Chapel 

 

Purim Shpiel “Little Miss Shushan” 

will be performed by the  

children of Kol HaLev during  

the Megillah reading 
 

Reception to follow: 

A-L Desserts/Snacks/Treats 

M-Z Drinks 

Together with their families 
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haGiGa phoTo GalleRy  
magshimim Families, cleveland Foodbank
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We send wishes for a refuah shleyma, a complete and speedy healing, to Jayne Jones and muriel Chasin.

Every month, one of Hesed committee members takes on the task of monthly co-ordinator, which involves 
staying in touch with those members in need of Hesed support. Todah Rabah (thank you) to nancy Rubel for 
all she did as Hesed coordinator in February. 

Robin Shell will take over as monthly co-ordinator in march. If you or anyone you know needs support from 
the Hesed committee, please contact her or rabbi Steve.

For more information or to volunteer for the hesed committee, please contact martha Schubert at 
schuberger@roadrunner.com or robin holzman at robinholzman@gmail.com.

hesed

                                                                                                                           
Masks

2014 ReTReaT foR all kol halev woMeN

With Purim around the corner, we will be exploring the theme "masks" from a variety of angles. how 
have we grown and changed over the course of our lives? What are the many masks we wear to protect 
ourselves? how did Queen Esther and Vashti change over time? come join us for a day of stories, 
creative ritual-making, and discovery. 

Personal invitations have been emailed to all Kol haLev women. If you did 
not receive an invitation, please check your spam folder or contact miriam 

Geronimus. Once you have received your invitation, 
please rSVP to miriam -- let us know even if you can 
only make it for part of the day or are not yet sure if you 

can make it. Follow-up details will be emailed to those who rSVP.

 Questions? contact miriam Geronimus at mgeronimus@gmail.com

suNday, MaRCh 9, 10 a.M.—2:20 p.M.
aT The hoMe of happy wallaCh

luNCh & leaRN: fRoM pesaCh To shavuoT – MiRaCles aNd MoRe

This Lunch & Learn series, facilitated by Bill Scher-marcus, will focus on Yetziat Mitzrayim and Matan 
Torah (the Exodus and revelation). Participants are highly encouraged to participate in all six sessions. 
Utilizing the unique approach of Philosophical Inquiry with Parshat hashavuah, introduced to us by 
Benjamin Barnett at Kol haLev’s Tikkun Leyl Shavuot (Eve of Shavuot study session) last year, we will 
study core texts of our tradition related to Pesach and Shavuot. as we did then, the facilitator will be using 
an easel pad and marker to record questions. There will be no requirement for participants to write. Time: 1 
p.m. (or after services and kiddush). Dates and topics: march 1- Yetziat Mitzrayim (miracles, crossing the 
Sea); march 8-Yetziat Mitzrayim; april 5-revelation; april 19-revelation; may 3-the Book of ruth; may 
17-the Book of ruth.

mailto:schuberger%40roadrunner.com?subject=
mailto:robinholzman%40gmail.com?subject=
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The Kol haLev board of trustees met Feb. 10 at the home of Pete robertson. The meeting began with a 
D’var Torah and approval of the January 2014 minutes.

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Pete robertson reported that dues commitments are now a few thousand 
from the revised budget and comparable to last year at this time. Fundraising commitments are $8,000 
higher, but amounts received are $10,000 less. We have had some additional income from prior year 
obligations. Overall spending is about $12,000 higher than last year, but the FY budget anticipated it 
to be $32K higher, so we are doing well except that we still anticipate having significant expenses for 
rehabilitation of our existing Torah and possible purchase of a new Torah. Pete affirms that we are on 
track with both income and expenses.

Year of the Torah Campaign: margaret cohen reported that we are at 43% participation, which is 
good, but our goal is 100% participation. rabbi Jeff, rabbi Steve, and Bill Scher-marcus are willing to 
help families choose a passage in the Torah for their dedication. For the first year of the campaign, we 
have commitments of just over $50,000. The goal for year one is $60,000.

Karly Whitaker proposed an idea for hagigah to have a spare change drive in order to buy a Torah verse 
(cost: $180). robyn will help with planning, with the goal of bringing the change in on Purim. 

Finance: Barb Truitt reported that the community meetings to discuss the recommendations of the 
Finance committee will be delayed because she has not been able to find library space for the commu-
nity meetings. robyn Novick suggested we try the University heights library. The goal is to have the 
meetings by early march.

Youth and Family Education: Sue Pelleg reported that the Hagigah retreat scheduled for april 26 will 
take place about the same time that robyn’s baby is due. YFE would like to hire an event coordinator 
for the day for about $300. The board unanimously approved a motion by Pete robertson and seconded 
by halle Barnett that we authorize the expenditure.

membership: Leah Kamionkowski sent a proposal from the membership committee that we hold com-
munity Shabbat potluck dinners on may 2 and may 9. The committee will make up the guest lists and 
make the phone calls. The board also discussed holding a challah-making class. margaret cohen is will-
ing to host if someone else leads the instruction.

Reconstructionist movement: Greg Selker led a second discussion about our relationship with the re-
constructionist movement. Our congregation is somewhat unique in that we identify very strongly with 
core reconstructionist values, more so than other congregations. If we can figure out why this is, the 
movement would use this information to encourage this affinity with other congregations. Greg asked 
board members to assess how we judge whether we are getting significant value from our relationship 
with the movement. a lively discussion followed.

The next board meeting will be on march 10, 2014 at Lynn Liebling’s house.

respectfully submitted,
molly Berger
Secretary

 board reporT molly berger, secreTary
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"MeMBeRs iN The Middle" GRoup lauNChed

Kol haLev's new members in the middle group's first event last month was a great beginning. a dozen 
members braved a winter storm to spend an evening at Kirby Date and richard Litwin's house with havdalah, 
a warm fire, and new and renewed conversations. Participants, including several polled over the phone, agreed 
that the group should have a primarily social focus. Ideas ranged from bowling and dancing, to attending 
a play or movie, group tikkun olam projects, summer picnics, and Jewish holiday gatherings. Events, held 
roughly quarterly, will be organized by individual participants to avoid having to have a committee or chair. 
The next event will be sometime after Pesach - watch the newsletter and Updates for more information, or 
contact Kirby Date at kdate@sbcglobal.net.

Make a quilT squaRe wiTh The NeedlewoRk GRoup
"Chicks with Sticks"? . . . "Stitch Witches"? . . . "Needle Exchange"? . . . "Knit Wits"? . . . "We Needle the 
Help We Can Get"?  . . . "Twisted Stitchers"? . . . "Peace Knits"? . . . "Fiber Twists"? . . . 

While the Kol haLev knitting/crochet group still doesn't have a fancy name, we're inviting anyone and 
everyone to join us in making a quilt! Between now and whenever we finish it, anyone who'd like to 
is welcome to knit or crochet an 8" x 8" square, which will eventually be made into a quilt that will 
be donated to charity. come try out a new pattern, use up some excess yarn, or learn to knit or crochet 
by making a square! The next meeting is still TBD, so keep an eye on the weekly update for the next 
meeting. have a preferred day? have questions? Email Peggy Kittila at pkittila@gmail.com.

voluNTeeR foR The dayTiMe holiday seRviCes MiNyaN Call lisT 

When our daytime holiday services fall during the week, we sometimes do not have enough people to 
make a minyan. This is problematic as there are several prayers that we do not say without a minyan, 
including kaddish. also there are several of these holiday services where yizkor is recited. a minyan is 
needed for our yizkor service as well.  Being able to recite both kaddish and yizkor is very important to 
some of us.  

There are two ways that we can remedy this situation. First, we encourage those of you who can to come 
to these services. Second, we would like to compile a list of those people who are generally available 
during the day and who would be willing to be called at the last minute to help to make a minyan. If 
you would be willing to be included on this list, please email Barbara Epstein at barbara@epfam.com. 
Thanks to those of you who can help with this.

ToRah sTudy GRoup TopiC:  piRkei avoT (sayiNGs of The faTheRs)

Our next Torah Study Session will be on Saturday, march 8 at the home of maureen hack at the usual 
time of 3:30-5 pm. This time we shall be studying Pirkei Avot (Sayings of the Fathers), a tractate of 
the mishnah compiled in the 2nd century c.E. Pirkei Avot seeks to summarize the essence of rabbinic 
Judaism. art Biagianti will lead our discussion starting with chapter 1, which will be followed by later 
chapters over the next few months. come and let us discuss your insights.

CoMMiTTee News & aNNouNCeMeNTs

mailto:%20kdate%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:pkittila%40gmail.com?subject=


March 2014 Kol HaLev HappeningsPage 10

Kol HaLev’s Annual Purim Fundraiser 
ORDER SHALACH MANOT

for your Kol HaLev friends & family! 
Fulfill the Mitzvah!

During Purim it is customary to bring a basket 
of sweets (Shalach Manot) to friends, family & 
neighbors. The sweets contribute to the joy and 
festivity of the holiday. 

Each festive bag contains Hamantashen 
(parve & 0% trans fat), candy, juice AND MORE!

The exchange of Mishloach Manot has become a vital component of Kol HaLev’s Purim 
celebration and annual fundraising efforts and we are striving for 100% participation.

• Orders will be accepted until .

• Baskets will be delivered between March 13 –20 OR 
can be picked at Kol HaLev’s Annual Megillah Reading on March 15.

• You will receive 1 basket regardless of how many are ordered for you, 
plus a card listing all of the people who ordered a basket for you!

• NEW THIS YEAR: Candy-free baskets & "virtual baskets"
If you would prefer candy-free or virtual basket, please indicate that on your order form.

 
There are two ways to place and pay for your order:

1. Print and complete this 2-page form & return it with a check to: Kol HaLev, 2245 Warrensville 
Center Rd., Suite 215; University Hts., OH 44118

OR
2. Email your form (or your name and your list of recipients) to kelli@kolhalev.net or fax 

it to 216-464-4489, then pay online with Pay Simple. Instructions for Pay Simple:
a. Go to http://www.kolHaLev.net/pay_simple 
b. If you’re already registered on the PaySimple site, enter your user ID and password.
c. If you are not yet registered, click the “Click Here to Pay Now” link on the left.
d. Type “SHALACH MANOT” in the Payment Description box.

Please contact Kelli in the office with any questions: kelli@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498
Orders cannot be processed until payment is received. 

ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY KOL HALEV & PAID IN FULL BY MARCH 7!

mailto:kelli@kolhalev.net
http://www.kolHaLev.net/pay_simple
http://www.kolHaLev.net/pay_simple
mailto:kelli@kolhalev.net
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SHALACH MANOT ORDER SHEET, PAgE 1
Name:  

Phone number: 

 I wish to order ____ baskets @ $3.00 each $________

 I also wish to reciprocate to all those who have sent me a basket for $18.00 total. $18.00

TOTAL $________

OR

 I wish to send a basket to EVERY KOL HALEV MEMBER (146 Households) $225.00

 I would like to order ____ baskets for people outside of the Kol HaLev community. 
(I understand that there are a very limited number of these available at a cost of $5.00 per 
basket on a first-come, first-serve basis, and that I am responsible for delivery). 

$________

To perform the Purim mitzvah of Matanot la’evyonim (Gifts to the Poor), please consider 
making a tax-free donation to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. We will then forward all such 
contributions to one or more of the charitable organizations that provide meals and other 
financial services to local individuals and families in need.

 YES!! I am fulfilling the mitzvah of Matanot la’evyonim. Here’s my donation of $________ 

gRAND TOTAL (Purim baskets, reciprocals and Matanot La’Evyonim) $_______

METHOD OF PAYMENT:

 check (payable to “Kol HaLev”) OR    Pay Simple (http://www.kolHaLev.net/pay_simple)

 YES!! I would love to help deliver baskets (you get a great rush from it – it’s like delivering 
flowers. YOU make people SMILE!) The city I’d like to deliver to is ________________________

 I will pick up my personal basket at Kol HaLev on Saturday, Mar. 15, at the Megillah reading.

 I prefer to have my personal basket delivered sometime between March 13 – 20.

 I prefer a virtual basket. 

 I prefer a candy-free basket. 

Thank you and have a joyous and sweet Purim!

(DON’T FORGET THE SECOND PAGE Of THIS fORM!)

http://www.kolHaLev.net/pay_simple
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 Adamson, Anne
 Agopian, Sharon
 Armin, Mike
 Barnett, Benjamin & Halle
 Baxter, Daniel & Hannah
 Berger, Molly
 Biagianti, Arthur & Sue
 Binstock, Allen
 Bortz, David
 Brodsky, Jack & Amy
 Caputo, Michael & Kareen
 Chasin, Abraham & Muriel
 Chefitz, Josh & Tyler Katz
 Chenin, Fred & Marsha
 Cohn, Anita
 Collin, E. Maxine
 Conn, David & Liz (virtual delivery)
 Dash, Judi
 Davidson, Mark & Adina
 Dinner, Maureen
 Dudwick, Nancy
 Elgart, Scott & Traci
 Louise Elkind
 Epstein, Barry & Barbara
 Epstein, Dick & Deena
 Epstein, Michael & Ann
 fallick, Bruce & Catherine
 Feil, Mimi & Ed
 fish, Juanita
 foust, Bill & Mimi Plevin-foust
 frazier, Nancy
 Friedman, Elinor
 friedman-Romell, frederick & Beth
 Geronimus, Miriam & Peggy Kittila
 Gershman, Dorinda
 Gilbert, Ron & Leah
 Glueckselig, Nina
 Goldberg, Gil & Marcia
 Golden, Susan
 Goldstein, Joyce
 Goodman, Bruce & Brenda
 Gross, Linda
 Gwatkin, David
 Gwatkin, Ralph & Selma
 Hack, Maureen
 Carl Hagerling & Gwen Glazer 
 Hagesfeld, Mike & Elise
 Handler, Louis & Julie
 Hecht, Nancy

 Hersch, Chuck & Shahin Afnan
 Herzenstein, Jonathan & Amy
 Hogg, Amy
 Holzman, Robin
 Imrey, Peter
 Jennings, Bruce & Celia
 Jones, Dick & Jayne
 Kamionkowski, Leah
 Kanner, Steven & Karly Whitaker
 Karabin, Carol
 Kay, Rachel
 Kelman, Sam & Anna
 Kisch, Eric & Sue
 Kittila, Peggy & Miriam Geronimus
 Klein, Dan & Nancy Rubel
 Isabel Klein
 Kohn, Ron
 Kopstein, Ami & Glenda 
Kupersmith
 Korman, Neil & Diane
 Kornspan, Alan & Lisa
 Lesser, Ray & Susan Wolpert
 Lewis, Ben & Bellamy Printz
 Lieberman, Arthur
 Liebling, David & Lynn
 Lipson, Alan & Judy Harris 
 Litvene, Marilyn
 Litwin, Richard & Kirby Date
 Logsdon, Ernie & Jane Arnoff 
Logsdon
 Malemud, Franklin & Maggie
 Maris, Frank & Phyllis
 May, Chip & Audrey Warner
 May, Harold
 Meacham, Mattuck & Elizabeth 
 Mendes, Joe & Cynthia Larsen
 Messinger-Rapport, Ken & Barbara
 Millas, Greg & Pam
 Miller, Brian & Jean
 Nadler, Ginny
 Ness, Ruth
 Olsen, Eric & Jennifer finkel
 Oster, Andy & Robyn Novick
 Pelleg, Mordechai & Sue
 Pelsmajer, Julia & Aurelia
 Petrack, Emory & Sammy 
Greenspan
 Plevin, Gloria
 Pliskin, Rob

 Raddock, Mike & Christina 
Antenucci
 Rahilly, Kevin & Margaret Cohen
 Raymond, Pauline
 Roberts, David & Lila Hanft
 Robertson, Pete & Heidi Gorovitz-
Robertson
 Rosenblatt, Charles & Deborah 
Gross
 Rosenfield, Allan & Sandy
 Rosenstiel, CJ & Jennie
 Schein, Jeffrey & Debby
 Scher-Marcus, Bill & Michal
 Schubert, Dave & Martha
 Schultz, Stuart & Sharon
 Segar, Steve & Andy Getz 
 Selker, Gregory & Lois
 Shafran, Robert & Susan Knell
 Sheehe, Chuck & Marianne Lax
 Shell, Robin
 Shutkin, David & Connie Friedman
 Siegel, Renee
 Sklarin, Chris & Alexis Abramson
 Sobel, Howard & Joanne federman
 Sobel, Sarah
 Solomon, Larry & Jodi
 Steinweg, David & Erica
 Stern, Karal
 Sugerman, David & Peggy
 Sunshine, Jeffrey & Helen Salz 
 Tetelman, Aaron & Jessie Vigorito 
 Tonti, Mario & Roberta
 Truitt, Barb
 Vainner, Joseph & Adina Schoem
 Wallach, Happy
 Weidenbaum, Kevin & Sue
 Weinberg, Margy
 Weinberger, Irwin & Meg Manny
 Weinberger, Richard & Donna
 Weinstein, Alan
 Weinstock, Brent & Kate
 Weiss, Eda
 Weissman, Jeffrey & Claudia
 Wilhelm, Jonathan
 Williams, David & Rachel
 Wolpert, Joyce
 Zevit, Shawn & Simcha

SHALACH MANOT ORDER SHEET, PAgE 2
**Please check off the names of the families to whom you would like to send Shalach Manot baskets. 
If you would prefer, we can send them by random selection.    Please send my baskets randomly
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The ReTuRN of kol halev shaBBaT diNNeRs iN hoMes  
. . . plus a Challah BakiNG woRkshop! 

The membership committee, co-led by Leah 
Kamionkowski and Deb Schein,  announces the 
revival of the a beloved Kol haLev tradition: 
Shabbat dinners hosted in each others' homes.  
Welcoming Shabbat with a shared is an intimate 
way to get to know other Kol haLev members 
while welcoming Shabbat, as well as a way to 
share our home traditions with others.  

The membership committee has selected two 
dates:  

may 2 and may 9

Each family can choose the date that works best for them.  We hope everyone will try to participate.  

In anticipation of this event, there will be a challah-Baking Workshop  for adults at 10:30 am on 
Sunday, April 27 at margaret cohen’s home in Shaker heights.  This will be a great time for those 
who do not yet fully celebrate Shabbat in their homes to add to their repertoire of Shabbat customs and 
rituals.  If you're interested, let us know so that we can purchase enough ingredients.  also, if you're a 
great challah baker willing to share you secrets, let us know that, too. 

more information will be coming.  all we ask at this time is for you to save the dates, and provide the 
information in the form below to Deb Schein (call 216-295-2197 or  paste the into an email and send to 
schein.deborah@gmail.com ).  The success of this program rests in your responses.  

Dear Deb,

1.  my family is interested in participating on     may 2    or      may 9

2. my family    will host a Shabbat dinner  or  would like to be hosted

3. my family has food allergies or medicallly- restricted diets   YES     No
If yes, please specify: _____________________________________________________

4. For hosting families:   
a.   We can host families with children   We PREFER to host families with children. 
B.  how many people can you host?  _________________________________

5.  I   WIll    WIll nOT  attend the challah Workshop on april 27.

6.  my name is __________________________________________________.

mailto:schein.deborah%40gmail.com%20%0D?subject=
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The march book group meeting will be Thursday, march 27, at the home of Selma and ralph 
Gwatkin.  We will discuss A Guide for the Perplexed: A Novel by Dara horn.  (353 pages, a Kindle 
version exists) 

a brief book description from amazon: Software prodigy Josie ashkenazi has 
invented an application that records everything its users do. When an Egyptian 
library invites her to visit as a consultant, her jealous sister Judith persuades 
her to go. But in Egypt’s post-revolutionary chaos, Josie is abducted leaving 
Judith free to take over Josie’s life at home, including her husband and daugh-
ter, while Josie’s talent for preserving memories becomes a surprising test of 
her empathy and her only means of escape.

a century earlier, another traveler arrives in Egypt: Solomon Schechter, a 
cambridge professor hunting for a medieval archive hidden in a cairo syna-
gogue. Both he and Josie are haunted by the work of the medieval philosopher 
moses maimonides, a doctor and rationalist, who sought to reconcile faith and 
science, destiny and free will. But what Schechter finds, as he tracks down the 
remnants of a thousand-year-old community’s once-vibrant life, will reveal the power and perils of 
what Josie’s ingenious work brings into being: a world where nothing is ever forgotten.

an engrossing adventure that intertwines stories from Genesis, medieval philosophy, and the digital 
frontier, A Guide for the Perplexed is a novel of profound inner meaning and astonishing imagina-
tion.

The book for april will be From the Fair: The Autobiography of Sholom Aleichem.

all KhL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, look at our web 
page (http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to 
be added to the group’s email list. 

  hug hasefer: book dIscussIon 

eaRN Cash foR khl: shop aT Gfs iN CedaR CeNTeR
 
GFS (Gordon Food Service) is a foodservice distributor with restaurant-
sized and case quantities of food, paper products, etc. Located at the 
northwest corner of cedar center, this family-owned enterprise has 
a philosophy of sharing their success and gives back to their local 
communities in many ways. 

Through their "FunFunds" program, Kol haLev can earn rebates on purchases by our members. 
There is no fee for membership.  Enroll today, get your FunFunds card and earn cash for Kol haLev 
with every purchase!  

It's easy to register.  You can sign up online at http://gfs.com/funfunds/home.
page?OrgNumber=2523798, or pick up a form from the membership table at Kol haLev, or visit the 
store and ask a manager to register you for a Kol haLev FunFunds card.  

http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group 
mailto:KJW%40oberlin.net?subject=
http://gfs.com/funfunds/home.page?OrgNumber=2523798
http://gfs.com/funfunds/home.page?OrgNumber=2523798
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CoNNeCTiNG ThRouGh CuRReNT eveNTs
The force of current events can connect us powerfully to the Jewish 
community, perhaps no more so than when they involve issues of singular 
importance. The following issues resonate powerfully with me and I am 
confident they will with you as well. 

Three festering socio-political movements threaten the European Jewish 
community and have received relatively little coverage in the United States: 
efforts to ban (1) shechitah (ritual slaughter of animals for food according to 
Jewish law), (2) the importation of meat produced via shechitah and (3) brit 

milah (ritual circumcision of infant males). These movements are also of great concern to the muslim 
community whose traditions are very similar.

I wrote in the past that  shechitah has been outlawed in much of Western and central Europe. These 
laws do not specifically call out ritual slaughter; however by requiring animals be stunned prior to 
slaughter, the regulation has the effect of prohibiting ritual slaughter as traditionally practiced by 
Jews and muslims as neither religion permits animals to be stunned prior to slaughter. European 
Union (EU) council regulation 1099 permits member states to grant religious exceptions; several 
member states including the United Kingdom, Germany and France have done so. Poland recently 
rescinded its provision for religious exceptions, wiping out a €500 million industry overnight and 
sending an ominous message to its Jewish and muslim residents. Switzerland, which is not an EU 
member, makes no provision for religious exceptions; therefore all kosher and halal meat available in 
Switzerland is imported.

Not content merely with banning ritual slaughter within Switzerland's borders, animal welfare 
activists have collected 60,000 of the 100,000 signatures necessary to bring a referendum to voters 
banning the importation of meat produced via ritual slaughter. If such a referendum were to pass, 
kosher and halal meat would be completely unavailable—and in fact illegal to import or to possess—
in Switzerland. 75% of Swiss voters reportedly would vote in favor of such a referendum.

Brit milah, the ritual circumcision of eight-day-old male babies, is also under attack in Europe. It was 
briefly banned in 2012 in cologne, Germany but a federal law passed later that year preserved the 
legality of the procedure. although permitted in Switzerland, polls show that 64% of Swiss voters 
would support a ban on circumcision. It is only a matter of time before activists gather enough support 
to force a referendum on the issue.

Ostensibly, the crux of the debate over brit milah is the psychological welfare of infant boys. much 
like in the controversy over  shechitah, well-intentioned activists see themselves as advocates for 
“those who have no voice." On the face of it, this all appears very noble. however, something darker 
and more sinister is at work here.

Bear in mind that these movements concern existential issues for Jews and muslims alike. Enacting 
a prohibition on kosher/halal meat or on ritual circumcision would be untenable to both communities 

david CoNNconnections

continued on page 18
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CoNNeCTioNs, continued from page 17 

and lead, I believe, to an exodus of Jews and muslims—led by the most observant—from 
whatever countries where such bans become the law of the land.

right wing political movements all over Europe—anti-immigrant, anti-muslim and anti-
Semitic—understand this very well and gravitate toward these initiatives precisely because 
they strike at the heart of these communities. Pressuring Jews and muslims serves the Far right 
agenda very well and supporting these particular movements affords the Far right a veneer of 
respectability via animal and human rights advocacy…a completely cynical and disingenuous 
farce, of course.

Enacting such legislation anywhere in Europe—particularly Western Europe—would be a major 
victory for the Far right and embolden right-wing leaders everywhere to push for similar bans.

are you surprised? Shocked? angered? Energized? What can you do about it? While specific 
prescriptions are beyond the scope of this article, my general advice is to (1) educate yourself on 
the issues and (2) get involved at some level. The European Jewish community needs your help. 
and lest you think these movements have no chance of gaining traction in the United States, 
please recall the 2011 effort to ban circumcision in San Francisco.

may following current events—with all their ups and downs—strengthen our connections to the 
Jewish community and spur us to learn and to act!

They are now a part of us, as we remember them 

members of Kol haLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month

• Raymond liebling–father of David Liebling
• Esther Scher–grandmother of michal Scher-marcus
• lee Brooker–former congregant and friend of Ernie and Jane Logsdon and others
• Della london Gorovitz–paternal grandmother of heidi Gorovitz robertson
• Donald J Goodman–father of Bruce Goodman
• marvin Abrams–father of Sue Pelleg
• Aaron Kopstein–father of ami Kopstein
• Herman Weinberger (nehemiah)–father of Irwin Weinberger
• Carl Cohen–brother of margaret cohen
• Henry Binstock–father of allen Binstock
• Harry litwin–father of richard Litwin
• Deborah Susan Raddock–mother of mike raddock

Kol haLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by 
submitting the name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, 
including the year, in either the secular or Jewish calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net. (Please specify 
whether you're observing the secular or the hebrew yahrzeit date. You can find a calendar 

converter at http://www.hebcal.com/converter/).

yahRzeiTs

mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
http://www.hebcal.com/converter/
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news

The KhL Gcc core committee has continued to be active on all three Gcc teams - health, Education 
and criminal Justice – with some exciting new initiatives in the works. 

Criminal Justice Team: The criminal Justice team has voted to seek an audit of cuyahoga county’s 
judicial system to learn more about each judge’s record in the areas where they have great discretion 
(such as appointing assigned counsel) and to collect data around racial disparities and other fairness 
issues. Teams have formed to help shape the proposed audit and determine political tactics to employ. 
This is a great opportunity for Kol haLev members who care about making our local justice system 
more just. Please let Donna Weinberger know if you or someone else would like to get involved.

Gun Violence Reduction: Furthering the Gun Violence Reduction Taskforce’s initiative to pressure 
European gun makers to build and sell safer firearms and distribute guns more responsibly, Chris 
Antenucci, Art lieberman, mimi Plevin-Foust, Donna Weinberger and other taskforce members 
have continued to meet and build relationships with local mayors and police chiefs who buy firearms. 

In addition, Donna has been selected by metro IaF to be one of a small group that will return to 
Europe in march to increase the pressure on three manufacturers who supply the bulk of U.S. police 
guns and many military guns:  Glock in austria, SIG Sauer in Germany, and Beretta in Italy. The 
IaF group will attend gun shows and gun violence memorials and meet with key leaders across the 
continent.  For more information, read Plain Dealer reporter Phillip morris's interview with Donna at 
http://www.cleveland.com/morris/index.ssf/2014/02/perhaps_we_can_reduce_the_viol.html: 

“'We’re not going over there as anti-gun people. We’re hoping to position ourselves as an 
emerging market of people, who simply want gun manufacturers to think about an economic 
model where they can make money by producing guns that are less likely to end up in the 
underground market,' said Weinberger. . . . 'We’re not going to Nuremberg to point a finger or 
lecture. We’re simply trying to advance a conversation about safer guns that result in fewer 
murders, while allowing for a business that can still produce a strong bottom line.'"

Education: GCC’s Education group, including Sue Pelleg and lynn liebling, is actively working 
in at least 13 cleveland Public Schools to help each school in a variety of areas including enlisting 
parents as more active participants, transportation to school, etc. Please contact Lynn or Sue if you care 
about the cleveland schools and would like to get involved.  

Health: after our huge success expanding medicaid in Ohio, the Health Committee is dividing 
into smaller groups to examine where its energies should focus on next.  Please reach out to Donna 
Weinberger or Sue Pelleg to share your input or get involved.

Core Team: The core team had a great meeting with Gcc lead organizer rob English who encouraged 
us to take the lead on new issues that we would like to see Gcc move on.  more to come!

http://www.cleveland.com/morris/index.ssf/2014/02/perhaps_we_can_reduce_the_viol.html
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who belonged to a culturally Jewish institution. In Sunday School, which I attended from second 
through seventh grade, I learned about Jewish culture and history. We did not talk about G-d and we 
only briefly touched on the TaNaKh. I went to Yom Kipper services every year, but rather than praying 
to G-d for forgiveness, I read poems about self-reflection and transformation. For my Bas mitzvah, I 
wrote four papers on topics of Jewish culture and history, one of which I read at the ceremony, rather 
than leyning (chanting) and drashing (explaining) a Torah parsha. 

Often when I tell people about how I was raised, they are dumbfounded. how can you have Judaism 
without G-d, without prayer, without Torah? The answer is that, for Secular humanistic Jews, 
Judaism isn’t a religion. It’s the culture and history of the Jewish people. Secular humanistic Jews 
have intentionally rewritten rituals to remove any mention of G-d because to them, Judaism is about 
community and about connecting to our heritage. many Secular humanistic Jews are atheists, and 
thus find parts of our tradition problematic, and yet they still find value in their Jewish identity. and 
so, you might say, they reconstruct. They find 
ways to reinterpret Jewish rituals so that they 
maintain their essence without mentioning G-d, 
and they look at Jewish values such as education 
and Tikkun Olam (healing the world) through a 
secular and humanistic lens. 

Growing up in such a congregation, I learned to 
value Jewish culture. Indeed, it was one of my 
four Bas mitzvah papers that inspired me to learn 
Yiddish, and my studies of Yiddish language 
and culture further deepened my appreciation 
for the richness of ashkenazi culture. Yet around 
the age of thirteen I began to feel like something 
was missing from my Jewish life. I felt drawn to 
Jewish ritual objects and asked my mom to buy 
me a tallis and to hang a mezuzah on our front doorpost. I also began to experience moments of what 
rabbi abraham Joshua heschel called radical amazement – a feeling of complete awe at the grandeur 
of the universe. and so I began to consider the possibility that there was a G-d. 

Yet, as much as I wanted to, I struggled to connect my Jewish identity with my newfound spirituality. 
The G-d of the Torah didn’t resonate with what I felt – that G-d was too vengeful and particularistic, 
and I didn’t believe in a G-d that created the world or determined history. I tried going to shabbes 
services but was deeply alienated by the G-d language. I struggled in this way, going to services off 
and on, for nine or ten years. In college, some of my closest friends were modern Orthodox Jews. 
I admired their religiosity and strong sense of community, but I knew that as a feminist, a queer, a 
progressive, an environmentalist, I could never be one of them. 

By senior year I had resigned myself to the idea that my Jewish identity and spirituality were separate 
irreconcilable parts of me. While I was culturally Jewish, I was not spiritually or religiously Jewish. 
Through my Yiddish studies at summer programs in the U.S. and Europe, I had found a thriving 
cultural community that spoke to my pintele yid, my Jewish spark, where I felt at home and could 

"i realized there was a branch 
of Judaism where i could 

participate in Jewish ritual 
without getting caught up in 

the G-d language;where i could 
be part of a Jewish community 
without sacrificing parts of my 
gender, sexuality, and political 

identities."

continued from page 1

continued on page 19
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contextualize my experience in the history of the Jewish people. Yet my spiritual side remained un-
rooted and non-Jewish.

Then two things happened. First, I took a class on Jewish concepts of G-d with my hillel rabbi. I 
learned how diverse Jewish theology is and I realized that I resonate with much of it. There is more to 
Jewish theology than an old king in a white beard. Second, I met a reconstructionist rabbi and realized 
that there was a branch of Judaism where I could participate in Jewish ritual without getting caught 
up in the G-d language; where I could be part of a Jewish community without sacrificing parts of my 
gender, sexuality, and political identities. The rest is history.

While the details of my story are particular to me, I tell it because I believe the themes are more 
universal. In radical Judaism, rabbi arthur Green argues that “mainstream Judaism” was created 
by simplifying Jewish theology in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, as part of the process of 
assimilation. he writes, “the philosophical edge of that language was intentionally dulled…. Knowing 
little of either the philosophical or the mystical tradition, most modern Jews thought of Judaism’s 
G-d in rather naïve and childlike terms. Once they came to reflect on the faith they had inherited, this 
Judaism unsurprisingly was rejected. Jews came to be among the most highly secularized populations 
of the modern era” (pp. 70-71).

In Jewish Renewal, rabbi michael Lerner identifies seven types of experiences that have alienated 
american Jews from Jewish institutional life: materialism; spiritual emptiness; overemphasis of the 
holocaust and joylessness; particularism; conformity and intolerance of dissent, particularly about 
Israel; sexism and homophobia; and lack of democracy (pp. 1-13). 

In Outwitting History, aaron Lansky, founder of the National Yiddish Book center, writes about his 
own disengagement from Jewish institutional life as an adolescent (pp. 31-33). around the time of his 
Bar mitzvah in 1967, his conservative shul in New Bedford, ma made the switch from ashkenazi 

pronunciation to Sephardic pronunciation, in 
order to align with Israeli hebrew. at the same 
time, new Israeli hebrew teachers were brought 
in to replace the previous European-born hebrew 
School teachers. The Israelis were fluent in hebrew 
but knew little of Jewish tradition, and they 
taught Jewish history beginning with the Biblical 
patriarchs, up through the Bar Kokhba revolt and 
fall of Jerusalem in 135 cE – and then skipped 
over 1800 years to the formation of the state of 
Israel in 1948. The history of rabbinic and diaspora 
Judaism – the history of the students’ families – 
was ignored. Lansky writes, “Like most of my 
classmates, I didn’t take well to the new regime. 
One by one the noisy, schnaps-drinking, [Yiddish-

speaking] old men disappeared from the back of the 
shul. What remained upfront was stiff, formal, and boring” (pp. 33). Shortly after his Bar mitzvah, 
Lansky left hebrew School. When he did finally return to Jewish studies, eight years later, it was 
through a book about Yiddish literature, which inspired him to study Yiddish in graduate school. 

continued from page 18

continued on page 20

"in the analysis of the pew 
study, the dominant narrative 
has been one of a liberal 
Jewish community in decline. 
i see something else – an 
evolving and diverse Jewish 
people whose needs, by and 
large, aren’t being met by 
Jewish institutions.."
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Though in some ways arthur Green, michael Lerner, and aaron Lansky are writing about different 
phenomenon, they all tell a story of constriction. What had been a rich religion and culture was flattened 
over 200 years of assimilation. In this process, the culture and religion, which historically had been 
intertwined, became separated into “secular Jewishness” and “Judaism” (at least in the liberal Jewish world, 
Orthodoxy is another story that I won’t get into here). as a result, there are Jews who identify culturally but 
not religiously, and Jews who identify as spiritual but don’t find any spiritual connection to Judaism. The 
words of arthur Green, michael Lerner, and aaron Lansky echo my own experience as well as the stories I 
have heard from family and friends. I also think they speak to the results of the Pew study.

In the analysis of the Pew study, the dominant 
narrative has been one of a liberal Jewish community 
in decline. I see something else – an evolving and 
diverse Jewish people whose needs, by and large, 
aren’t being met by Jewish institutions. Yes, only 
seventy percent of american Jews identify with 
a denomination, and only thirty-one percent of 
american Jews belong to a synagogue. and yes, 
if you separate the numbers by age, the trend is 
downward. Yet, ninety-four percent of american 
Jews say they are proud to be Jewish. It’s not that 
american Jews don’t want to be Jewish, it’s that 
they feel alienated from Jewish institutional life and 
struggle to find meaning in the version of Judaism most often presented to them. 

as rrc President rabbi Deborah Waxman said in her critique of the Pew study (you can listen to her full 
remarks on rrc’s website), we need a more expansive language with which to talk about being Jewish. 
If we really believe that Judaism is the evolving civilization of the Jewish people, as rabbi mordechai 
Kaplan said, then Judaism is more than a religion, it’s also a culture. Indeed, sixty percent of american 
Jews believe that being Jewish is a matter of culture or ancestry, not religion. Twenty percent of american 
Jews describe themselves as atheist or agnostic. Forty-eight percent of Jewish millennials are the children 
of intermarriages (and yes, I belong to that forty-eight percent). If we want them to feel a part of Jewish 
communal life, then we must affirm that there are multiple ways to be Jewish. We must encourage the 
evolution of Jewish institutions to meet the needs of american Jews. and we must reclaim our lost heritage, 
religious and cultural – for how can we evolve if we don’t have roots from which to grow? 

continued from page 19

"we must affirm that there are 
multiple ways to be Jewish. 

we must encourage the 
evolution of Jewish institutions 
to meet the needs of american 

Jews. and we must reclaim 
our lost heritage, religious and 

cultural . . ."

Kol haLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:

• Abe and muriel Chasin in appreciation of the lovely dinner provided for them by the hesed 
committee and with a special thank you to arthur for his warm visit  

• Ruthie, Eric, Rebecca and Adam  Jones in honor of Jayne & richard Jones on celebrating their 
55th anniversary with love  

• Karal Stern in memory of Judi Dash's mother
• Sam and Anna Kelman in memory of anna's mother, Sarah altenberg Festinger 
• Sam and Anna Kelman in memory of anna's father, Jakob Festinger 

• Happy Wallach  in honor of Barb Truitt’s birthday

CoNTRiBuTioNs
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 CaleNdaR

Sat., mar. 1 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service, at the Ratner Chapel, preceded by Torah 
discussion at 9:30 a.m. in the ratner Library; Pekudei; discussion 
and service leader: rabbi Steve; kiddush sponsors: maxine collin 
and Elise and mike hagesfeld. This is our monthly percussion-
free service.

9:15 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry for 5th-7th grade hagiga students. 
Light breakfast will be provided; please be prompt.

10:30 a.m. Hagiga
10:45 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in 

preschool and under in rooms 113 & 114. The program is about a 
half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after Tot Shabbat, 
also in rooms 113 & 114.

Sun., mar. 2 10:00-11:30 a.m. nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m. nesiya: Gimmel at the ratner School
7:30-9:00 p.m. madrichim meeting at the home of Diane Lavin.

mon. mar. 3 7:00-8:30 p.m. GCC Health Care Team meeting: What's Next? at Trinity 
cathedral.

Thu. mar. 6 7:00-8:30 p.m. Religious Practices Subcommittee meeting.
Fri., mar.  7 mishloach manot - Purim Basket Order Deadline. Order form on pp. 11-12 or 

online at http://kolhalev.net/content/shalach-manot-order-form-2014 (log-in required)
Sat.. mar. 8 10:30 a.m. member-led Shabbat Service, at the ratner chapel; Beshal-

lach; Service and Discussion Leader: Larry Solomon. Kiddush 
co-sponsored by martha Schubert and molly Berger. Torah 
discussion takes place within the service

1:00-2:30 p.m.
(approximately)

lunch & learn: From Pesach to Shavuot - miracles and 
more.  - Yetziat mitzrayim (miracles, Crossing the Sea) #2) 
For a full description, see page 7.

3;00-5:00 p.m. Torah Study at the home of maureen Hack. For more 
information, see page 9

8:00-10:00 p.m. No'ar hadash havdalah Dessert Potluck. TBa. For more 
information, contact Zach at zpekarsk@oberlin.edu

Sun., mar. 9 10:00-11:30 a.m. nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m nesiya: Gimmel at the ratner School

Women's Retreat at the home of happy Wallach. For more info, 
see page 7

1:00-4:00 p.m. magshamim at hands on Pottery - rSVP or direct questions to 
mimi Plevin-Foust at mimiplev@msn.com

mon., mar. 10 7:30-9:30 p.m. Board meeting at the home of Lynn Liebling. all members are 
welcome to attend

Tue., mar. 11 8:30-9:30 a.m. Shmooze with the Rabbi at the Stone Oven on chagrin
Sat., mar. 15 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service, at the ratner chapel, preceded by Torah 

discussion at 9:30 a.m. in the ratner Library; Tzav; discussion 
leader: arthur Lieberman; service leaders: arthur Lieberman and 
rabbi Steve; kiddush sponsors: Nancy hecht and amy hogg

http://kolhalev.net/content/shalach-manot-order-form-2014
mailto:zpekarsk%40oberlin.edu?subject=
mailto:mimiplev%40msn.com?subject=
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Sat., mar. 15 9:15 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry with the Parsha for 5th-7th grade hagiga 
students. Light breakfast will be provided; please be prompt

10:30 a.m. Hagiga
10:45 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in 

preschool and under in rooms 113 & 114. The program is about a 
half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after Tot Shabbat, 
also in rooms 113 & 114

6:45-10:00 p.m. Purim Intergenerational megillah Reading at ratner. Theme: 
"Destination: Shushan. Purim Shpiel " Little miss Shushan" will 
be performed by the children of Kol haLev during the megillah 
reading. Kiddush sponsor: robin Shell.  Dessert/drink potluck to 
follow: a-L: Desserts/Snacks/Treats  m-Z: Drinks

Sun., mar. 16 Deadline for the April Issue of Kol HaLev Happenings

10:00-11:30 a.m. nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m. nesiya: Gimmel at the ratner School

TBA no'ar Hadash Event.  Details TBa
Tue., mar. 18 7:30-9:00 p.m. Religious Practices Committee meeting at Karal Stern's house.
Wed., mar. 19 7:00-9:00 p.m. GCC Core Team meeting.  contact allen Binstock for more 

information
Sat., mar. 22 10:30-12:30 p.m. musical Shabbat at ratner. Shemini; service leader: rabbi Steve; 

kiddush sponsor: cJ and Jennie rosenstiel
Sun., mar. 23 no nesiya--Spring Break
Wed., mar. 26 7:00-8:30 p.m. mindful Jewish Practice at the office of Nancy rubel. This 

meeting will include a check-in and a longer 45 minute sit.  Please 
rSVP to karlywhitaker@yahoo.com

Thu., mar. 27 7:30-9:00 p.m. Book Club Discussion at the home of ralph and Selma Gwatkin. 
more info on page 14

Fri., mar. 28 6:00-8:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck at ratner. Please bring a NUT-
FrEE vegetarian/dairy or pareve dish that will serve 8-10 people.  
Kiddush sponsor:Brian and Jean miller. a-h - main Dish; I-P 
- appetizer or Salad; Q-Z – Dessert or Drink. We encourage 
members to bring their own reuseable plates, cups, utensils and 
napkins.

Sat., mar. 29 10:30 a.m. Experiential Service at ratner chapel. Tazria; Service leader: 
rabbi Steve. Kiddush Sponsor: Lynn and David Liebling.

Sun., mar. 30 10:00-11:30 a.m. nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m. nesiya: Gimmel at the ratner School

 CaleNdaR

The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. For the most 
current information, check Kol HaLev’s website calendar and the Thursday Weekly Update email. 

  

mailto:karlywhitaker%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://kolhalev.net/membership_list
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Place
stamp
here

kol halev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist 
Jewish Congregation, is an egalitarian, 

participatory spiritual community.
visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net

The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community

2245 warrensville Center Rd., #215
university heights, oh 44118
216-320-1498

aBouT This NewsleTTeR
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol haLev, cleveland’s reconstructionist Jewish 
community.  This digital newsletter can be read onscreen in adobe reader or printed out 
on paper. Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, 
suggestions, or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be 
downloaded from the Kol haLev website.


